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The primary objectives of the pomology program are to investigate factors that
determine yield and fruit quality of tree fruit crops, as well as environmental issues
surrounding tree fruit production. Experiments include investigating the use of new,
dwarfing peach and cherry rootstocks, irrigation scheduling, plant bio-regulators, and
new methods to thin peaches. We are also interested in understanding the physiological
basis for rain-Induced cracking of sweet cherries, as well as studying the benefits of
mulches in the orchard coupled with the fate of nitrates in the groundwater.
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